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AS THE DAY OF BATTLE DAWNS,
SUNLIGHT FINDS A SANCTUARY SO SECLUDED
SOME MIGHT SAY IT'S SECRET




e

[\

VA
=
=t
T
)
—
T
v
<
Wi
0
w
©
<
<<
[

COME CRASHING IN
OR SHOLLD WE WONDER

WHAT $
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| SEE

AND YOU,

HAVE FOUND
THE PERFECT SPOT!

THEN AGAIN
YOu ALWAYS DO.
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NOW THEN,

TO WO




S

...TO SLAKE LTIFE
LITTLE THIRSTS

WITH A BRIEF
RECESS...
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THE SHOPKEEPER POLISHES HIS PATTER...

YOU LOOK
LIKE A HERO
WHO KNOWS
THE VALUE OF
A BARGAIN!

MIGHT I INTEREST
YyOu IN THE FABULOUS
EAGLESONG?

i

BUT YOU DO AGREE,
HEROIC DEEDS
RING HOLLOW

WITHOUT
HYPERSTONE!?

NOW THEN, MY LADY,
TF T MIGHT PREVAIL
UPON YOU JUST THIS

ONE LAST TIME...

YOU MUST HAVE
SOME USE FOR THE
BLOOD-FORGED
REAVER'S
AXE?

'LL JUST WRAP
IT UP, SHALL 1?7







JUST KEEP
YOUR EYE ON
THE KEEPER.

AND LEAVE ALL THE
TALKING TO ME...




5

CAREFUL HOW |
yOou PLAY HIm! GENTLEMEN!

WELCOME TO THE
SECRET SHOP!

CAN | OFFER YOU
REFRESHMENTS?

T HAVE STRONGBLACK
IN QUANTITY! MY EMERALD TEAS ARE
BEYOND COMPARE.

OR PERHAPS YOUR
TASTES RUN TO
ADDLEBERRY TINCTURES?

SOME THINK
THERE 1S NO FINER
WAY TO DPRIVE
OFF THE MORNING
DEW,




WE STOCK ONLY THE

Sl%g%/gu = @@ FINEST HEROIC SUPPLIES!

6OT HERE.
QUALITY.

BUT | FEEL
8 CERTAIN |
HAVE SEEN
YOUR
FACES
BEFORE.

COULD IT BE YOU
YOURSELVES ARE
HEROES?

' SITHIL, AND 4
MY FRIEND HERE 1S | (4§ IRZBE | - . [ OUR DEEDS HAVE VET
QUIRT. i o o TO WIN US HONORS.

BUT WHILE OLR MOTIVES ._ o | 0 o _ HEROIC
ARE AS LOFTY AS YOUR __— | _ - - WORDS, 5;”?
CURIOUS FLAGPOLE... —— SITHIL!

FROM A LACK OF [
OPPORTUNITY! 7




AND SPEAKING OF YV ..PERHAPS | CAN ..ALL BUT BUARANTEED
MOTIVE AND OFFER A TASK... TO ELEVATE YOLR REPUTATION
OPPORTUNITY... - TO PIZ2YING HEIBHTS!

i

FOR EVEN WOULP-BE HEROES,
BE THEY BOLD FELLOWS...

...MAY PERFORM FEATS
WORTHY OF THE ELPER-
SONGS!

SHE IS OUT THERE
SOMEWHERE, GENTLEMEN...

..LOST ON THE
FIELD OF BATTLE,
AND | SORE DESIRE

HER RETURN.

#

> / PA[ A sweeT, SweeT RELIC, )

WHO 1S SHE? T = | WITHOUT WHICH | CANNOT
YOUR WIFE? . 7 - ~ ; OPEN SHOP!
YOUR MOTHER? 7 e \ 2 R

SURELY YOU HAVE
HEARD OF...
PEMON EPGE?




WHEN THE ) : ] Y # SPLINTERS OF THE
MAP MOON T W s Y NEMESIS STONES
TORE ASUNDER, AND § - e e SCATTERED.
THE ANCIENTS ' F, el
FELL TO EARTH...

THE DEMON-SMITH ABZIPIAN
LAID CLAIM TO
TWO SUCH FRAGMENTS...

AND FROM THEM FORGED
THE
DEMON EDGE:

HER HILT OF PIRESTONE
CUNNINGLY CARVED;

HER BLADE A SINGING SHARD
OF RAPIANT ORE.




"BUT ONCE THE WEAPON
| WAS COMPLETE...

HE LEARNED TO HIS CHAGRIN
THAT ONLY A HERO couLD
HANDLE HER.

IN TESTING HER EDGE, THE
PEMON-SMITH ABZIDIAN
SLEW HIMSELF!

SINCE THAT DAY,
PEMON EDGE HAS
PASSED FROM
HAND TO HAND, 4

THOUGH ONLY
HEROES CARRY HER
FOR LONG.

AND LESSER
MORTALS
CANNOT WIELD
SUCH POWER!




DON'T SEE HOW Yl INDEED, )
WE'D BE ANY USE | - v ROQUELAIRE, |
TO YOU THEN. / _ ) f I'M SURE THEY &
. NN WOULD
BENEFIT FROM i
VOUR | S

& sHE WAS BROKEN
Ih  INBATTLE.
$ 8 HILT AND BLADE
L Lic STREWN
APART...

OR SO MY SOURCE
INFORMS ME... _

S NOw, ‘TWOULD BE .. | & WELL, IT MIGHT BE
NAIVE OF me : S POSSIBLE...
TO SUBBEST THAT L A MIGHT, MIND YOL...
ADVENTURE &
1S 1TS OWN REWARD, THAT WITH
AND VET... ] A BIT OF
| N .\ B PERSLASION..

N o IF THAT'S THE
B As vou CAN seg, THERE IS A 6APING \ll " 1yopp im

VOID N mY INVENTORY, WHICH MY [l | AokiNG
CUSTOMERS WILL EXPECT TO BE FILLED | FOR...

NATURALLY, | WILL IF YOU WOULD EXCUSE US... | @A o AT
PAY HANDSOMELY MY PARTNER AND | NEED A = A =

FOR THE SWORD'S MOMENT. -- ASK IE HE'S BOT
\ 'l ,
RET LIR’N. o B ANY ANIMAL

TRANQUILLIZER!
TAKE ALL RANMELICER

THE TIME
Yyou--

O DEALING
N THE SIDE,




I'VE SEEN ALL | P WE’LL BE BACK
NEED TO SEE. / a7 _ WITH YOUR

— A A A PEMON EPGE,
MERCHANT/

HE'S FAT
WITH LOOT
AND-

PON'T GET YOUR

ROQUELAIRE, | HOPES UP,
IF YOU WOLLD o GOATBOY!

BE SO KIND...

YOU NEEDN'T BIVE
ME THAT LOOK.

1IT'S NO WORSE
THAN THEY HAD
IN MIND FOR ME.




O Kcce up/
Wl Kccp up/

WHAT...
WHAT JUST HAPPENED
BACK THERE?

WHAT HAPPENED? ©
WHY, WE'VE B6OT
OURSELVES A JOB! |

BUT | THOUGHT
HE WAS THE JOB!
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FOBGERY, FOISTERY, HIDnﬂPPmG,' ;
COUNTERFEITING, LOOTING,
LARCENY (PETTEY & GRAND)

QUACKERY, DISPENSING POTIONS
WITHOUT A LICENSE, SMUGGLING,
BOOTLEGGING, CONTRIBUTING TO
THE DELIDQUENCY OF A PACK
AaniMaAL

ROBBERY (HIGHWAY, GRAVE AND
AERIAL) (ARMED . & UNARMED)

IMPERIONATING
PUBLIC OFFICIALS, IMPERSONATING
A HERO (SINGLY & IN PAIRS)

GENERAL MALFEASANCE, ILLEGAL
COLLUSION WITH KHOWN
UNSAVOURY TYPES

APD OTHER CRIMES
TOg R enow > fInD
OABIOUS TO LIST




TELL ME AGAIN WHY WE Y g L T 5 ; WOuLP
DON'T JUST--- & SH! , 5 e N STEAL FROM THE
| . S . SECRET SHOP?
KEEPERS ARE
FAVORITES OF

---WHY SOMEONE DON'T JusT THE 60ODS!

KNOCK OVER THE KEEPER AND TAKE
ALL HE'S BOT? HE COMES OFF AS
TOUGH AS A CREAM HORN.

™

MANY! BUT ONLY

ONE CAN BE SAID |8 0 S

ROSHAN, B
s | VOU MEANT) S
YOURE TELLING = i, ____ BUT HE DIDN'T JUST
ME NO ONE'S o\ At | = S STEAL THE AEGIS OF |
EVER TRIED? g, R SR IMMORTALITY, vE

o SURELY THEFT 1S \ f
| ONLY A MINOR [AREEE AT YOUR RL_ N | DOOMED TO HAVE HIS

TREASURE STOLEN
REPEATEDLY, AND HIS
LIFE ALONG WITH IT,

% T THE 6ODS DO LOVE AN §
R  IRONIC PLNISHMENT!

il INFRACTION BY
Bl COMPARISON.

s e
3 ¥ ] $

s
= 4

V' DOUBT £ YOU WILL,
GENTLEMEN, IT'S OF
NO CONSEQUENCE.

' [1FOR IN YONDER GLADE, YOUR
BB GuesT comes 10 4 HEAD!
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COME POWN HERE
AND I'LL STRAIGHTEN
THINGS OUT FOR

ING WITH
YOUR NECK.

NO, NO/! THE
KEEPER 1S
COUNTING ON LS/
PLEASE LEAD
ON...PLEASE.

THE CHAQS OF
PEMON EDBE’S
UNMAKING MUST
HAVE LEFT ME A BIT
CONFUSEPD...

THERE ARE
ACTUAL
HEROES NEARBY
WHO WOULD BE
HAPPY FOR MY
ASSISTANCE.

SHALL | ASCEND
ABOVE THE
CANOPY AND
SEEK THEM
ouTt?

IT'S ONLY A
MATTER OF
RETRACING
my STEPS.




SAY YOU WERE AN ELPER Vv
SWORD, FORGED BY A ...WHERE WOULP YOu
PEMON, SWUNG BY A
HERO WHO FELL IN
BATTLE...

INDEED! —/AND THERE
ARE MANY
SLCH HEAPS

UNDER A PILE OF
HEROES' BONES,
MOST LIKE.

.A/

TARRY NOT,
GENTLEMEN! |
CAN ALMOST

o SRS ' SEE IT FROM

VES, IT'S ALL COMING BACK S : ; HERE!

_ TO Mg NOW! - Y

OUR PESTINATION 1S IN

SIGHT! PO HURRY!

VYOU'LL PARDON US
IF WE 60 MORE
CAUTIOUSLY THIS
TIME,







AH, TO BE A
HERO...KEEPIN@ SUCH

ndl f
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¥ THINK SHE'D

EVER NOTICE

THE LIKES OF
Youz

LOOK AT THOSE SORRY
PIRE TROGLODYTES!
NEVER QUESTIONING
THEIR ENDLESS WAR...

ENTHRALLED TO A SHINY

OLP ROCK!

| AND THE RADIANT
GOONS. PON'T BE
DECEIVED! THEY
MIGHT BE NOBLER IN
SPIRIT, BUT ARE
THEY ANY MORE
FREE?

NOTHING'S EREE, SITHIL.
WHICH REMINDS ME...

BIRP! WHAT 600D HAVE
YOU PONE US2Z WHERE'S OUR
PAMN SWORD?

ENOUGH OF YOUR

FANCIES. CREEPS
ARE COMING!

| wAVE BROLGHT [N

YOU TO THE VERY
THE’ESHOLpJ




e

IT IS UP TO YOU TO
CROSS INTO

/
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ROSHA
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THIS 1S

MOST ASSUREPLY
THE PLACE!

DON'T ASK ME HOW |
COULD HAVE FORGOTTEN
THE SINISTER TARN OF

ROSHAN! \

o R o8 e 0 o

MY WORDS ARE MET WITH
APPRECIATION!
MAY THE BLESSINGS OF
SKREE' ALK o
THE VULTURE GODDESS [P
SHOWER WARMLY DOWN [
LUPON YoU!

| WONDER HOW & 2 |

B MANY HEROES LOST b B Ly - —
THEIR LIVES HEREZ 5. 3 A Bl Now sPLIT LP, AND

| N i __REMEMBER....  ©oocstonE HILT,

: RADIANT BLAPE!

A

WHO CARES ABOUT
THEIR LIVES?
IT'S THEIR LOOT
THAT INTERESTS ME!




RAPIANT PIRE...
HILTSTONE BLADE... &

“ N -' [ ARE WE TO BELIEVE, AS THE BIRD

F ONLY me | “y = \MPLIED, THAT ROSHAN STOLE THE

HEAD WAS e AEBIS OF TMMORTALITY
smALLER! [ e FROM THE SECRET SHOP?2

ONLY IF YOU
BELIEVE IN

PEMONS ATE ME DEAR
OLD MAM WHILE SHE WAS
TELLING ONe!

VET EVEN
HEROES FEAR
THE TARN OF
ANOTHER MUCKY
POOL TO ME.
THE ONLY THING
WE'RE BOTHERING
IS FROGS.




THE SWORD
WE'RE LOOKING
FOR IS WORTH A

PRAGON’S

WEIGHT
OF THOSE!




BUT IT'S PEVILISH
HARD TO
GET A GRIP...

L WITHOUT
A HILT!

I'D BEST TAKE
A CARE NOT
TO CUT MYSELF.

SO, PEMON EDGE, § A N CmEpt _ AND SOMETIMES
YOU MEAN TO [ 8 VN LR R e EVEN A _
RESIST mg2z O <@ S W THINKING MAN R
L S B MUST RESORT
WHAT'S THATZ SIS e T ,:353251
YOU'VE MET e oW, e i _ . ’
MY LIKE BEFOREZ

| ASSURE YOU, | HAVE
MANY MEANS OF
PERSUASION AT
MYy DISPOSAL...




SITHIL, MATE!
| THINK I'VE
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GET AWAY
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WE-WE-WE'RE NOT HERE

FOR THE AEGIS,
IF THAT'S A CONCERN







MY KEEPER \
SENDS REGARPS,
ROSHAN!

FLEE,
YOu IP10TS!

$O...ARE WE e _ e . [ THAT, MY FRIEND,
HEROES 2 g e n: L 7 @R | DEPENDS ON HOW
VET?2 8 i | | _, N L@\ WE DISPOSE OF THE




| PIDN'T ASK You!
THE QUEST WE
ACCEPTED-—-

SO THIS IS SOLID
DIRE-STUFF, EH?
SAME AS THEIR
ANCIENT'S MADE OF7

| NEVER THOUBHT I'D
GET THIS CLOSE TO A

SHARD OF RADIANT ORE. -;

IT EXERTS A STRANGE
INFLUENCE!

I'VE NO INTEREST IN

YOUR GRUBBY LUMP
OF PIRE WITH ITS
A FOUL EMANATIONS!

THE KEEPER?
HE'S 60T A
THIN CLAIM IF
YOU ASK ME

WHY, IT HARDLY DESERVES TO
SHARE THE ATMOSPHERE WITH
THIS RADIANT BEAUTY!

WAIT A MINUTE
~| ... WHERE ARE
A WE HEADED?

BACK TO THE SECRET
SHOP, OF COURSE, TO
B RETURN THESE BOODS TO
B\ THEIR RIGHTEUL KEEPER!

| PIN'T AGREE &
TO NUFFIN!

P




AMONG NOBLE
CREATURES, ONE'S
INTENTIONS
COUNT MORE
THAN LEGAL
AGREEMENTS!

FANCY WORDS EN'T
GONNA FOOL ME
INTA GIVIN UP THIS
RARE BIT O' LEWT

ON THE SAYSO OF A
KEEPSHOPPER AN A
KNOWN STAB-BACK
SETCH AS YERSELF!

NOBLE?/
WHO'M | TAWKIN TO
ALL UVVA SUDDENZ

LET ME OFFER SOME
SIMPLER WORDS THEN.

| SWEAR ON MY SOLL you'LL |

SURRENDER THAT HILT IF |
HAVE TO RUN YOU .
THROUGH MYSELF/

| MIGHT ASK YOU THE SAME!/
YOUR SLURRED VERNACLULAR AND
HUNCHED GAIT MAKE IT PLAIN THE
LOW COMPANY YOU PREFER HAS
HAD A COARSENING EFFECT.

YE SLimY SNAKE! YE
BIN PLANNING TO
TREACHERIZE Mg
THIS WHOLE TIME,
EN'T VE?!

Mmy mOTIVES ARE
: HONEST ANDP PURE---
TWO CONCEPTS I'M QUITE SURE HAVE
NEVER COMPROMISED YOUR PULL
AND SULLIED WITS,




TO THINK |
TRUSTED
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N O OLUR KIN'S
WE COME, DEFENSE!
COMRADE! sihidiy

’ -
RAPIANT

/
DIRE scum!

WRETCHES!

/AVE, THE

POGS

HO, DESERVE

BROTHER!
STAND FIRM
AGAINST THE
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A PLACE TO PASS
THE NIGHT.
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NO REASON
BIZNESS

CAN'T WAIT
UNTIL SUN-




SO ONLY HEROES W& WELL T SEEM |
CAN CARRY HER, EH7 A | TO BE DOING | | DID 6O UP
i ALL RIGHT. & AGAINST ROSHAN
SHE WANTED MORE OR LESS! 4
ME TO HAVE 'ER.

e ]

THAT'S A BIT
HEROIC.

| CAN'T HELP BUT NOTICE SHE LEET SITHIL TO HIS P oy o L
RADIANT FATE, BUT SAVED ME TO CARRY HER OFF! ONETiNG JufTT

OUTTA HABIT.

AND IE | AM TURNING OUT T B NAH. BETTER TO PUT
TO BE A HERO, IT'S JUST AS [ SOME MILES BETWEEN
WELL | DON'T TEMPT MeSELF SRS o ME AND THEM OLD
HANGING ROUND THAT SHOP. /S . TEMPTATIONS.

TIME | STARTED
ACTING LIKE
THE SORT OF
HERQO THIS
‘ERE SWORD
WOULD WANT
ME TO BE.
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T HAS geeN A T | ASSLRE YOU, THE
pLEASURE! JRNE=SNR HONOR WAS ALL

MUST THANK
you, SIR!

| HAD A FINE
FEELING
WHEN T SAW
YOU SKULKING

ALLOW ME TO IMPART
ONE FINAL BIT OF
ADVICE, GLEANED FROM
MANY YEARS

LIET WITH YOUR
LEGS, NOT YOUR
BACK.

| ONCE SQUATTED WHERE YOU
SQUAT NOW, AND IN A FEW

CENTURIES YOU MAY WELL FIND
YOURSELF IN MY POSITION.

EVERY DECADE OR SO,
SOME IPIOT POUBTS THE
STORIES. PEPENP ON IT! g

AND WITH THAT,
GOOPD SIR QUIRT,
FAREWELL!




PLEASE DON'T LET
THAT ROOSTER

HM-HM-HM...
HUMDA-HUM-
HUM-HUNM...

GOOP MORNING,
my LADY!
YOUR STRONGBLACK
IS READY!

WELL NOW!
WHAT PO

| SPY?




AH, THE LOVELY
PEMON EPGE!

| KNEW YOU'D MAKE
YOUR WAY BACK
SOMEHOW.

I'VE NO IDEA HOW
YOU MANAGE 1T, BUT...
NO MATTER.

ROQUELAIRE!

WITH _
PLEASURE! |

THE END!
...ISH
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HELP TO MEND @& SHATTER . !
QITHIL AND OUIRT ARE STERLING TIRELESS RECOVERERS OF ANCIENT

MEMBERS OF THE ROGUE’S GUILD, = ARTIFACTS, CHARITABLE TO FEYFOLK,
ONLY SLIGHTLY BEHIND ON DUES! - UNSTINTING INSTRUCTORS OF

- !
DISUNDERITOOD BY A FETTERED NEOPHYTES IN THE ARTS OF KNAVERY!

SOCIETY, BUT BELOVED BY THEIR PLEASE BREPORT ANY INFORMATION TO
LISEWISE FROWNED-UPON PEERS, -  THE IDN OF THE SILENT BRAGGART,
WHO CONSIDER THEM EXEMPLARY LY CUTTLES;, PROP. 4

PRACTITIONERS OF ILLICIT ARTS! | RgT' SEEY‘) NE HR‘ THE
UNHERALDED BY AUTHORIZED BARDS, '
THEIR PAMES BEMAIN 2YNONYMOUS SECRET SHOP!
WITH CunhinGg aND DUPLICITY! OUR CRONIES MILS UL!




OF COURSE, ALL THAT WAS
A LONG, LONG TImMe AGO!

AVE, BACK WHEN
ROSHAN'S TARN WAS STILL
A WATERY MESS AND

IT TOOK SOME YEARS OF SCHEMING
TO SPRING MY FRIEND FROM HIS
ENTRAPMENT.

TIME SPENT
DOING mY
UTMOST TO
AVOID BECOMING
ONE MORE VICTIM
OF AN
APPALLINGLY
HIGH CREEP
MORTALITY
RATE!

e R s e

YV romiTIT..vou AwAvs Hap A \ IR 7 17's TRUE, 10O (RSN VOU 60T OFF B 1| 1,0 |
FONDNESS FOR THE RAPIANT. - | LOOKPASHING [ LIGHT, TS veaRs OF
| FONDIVESS FOR THE R 4  noreen J '™ SCARRED WEARING AN

FOR LIFE. £ ASS EOR A
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THE NEXT ROUND

| WISH YOU Y  THE KEEPER MIGHT
IS ON QUIRT! £ - WOULDN'T

NOT

WANT |T BETTING AROUND
r Ml ADVERTISE  THAT HE'S DOING DEALS WITH
2\ 6 AN A THAT. A UNHEROIC TYPES LIKE US.

LET'S JUST
SAV HE'S  (#
COME INTO A |
NEW SOURCE
OF
INCOME!

\ [ 'SIDES, HE HAD 600D
\\ REASON TO GETRID |
A\  OF THIS THING. |

IT'S AS MUCH
PEST AS
BLESSING! [

THOUGH TO BE
SURE...IT DO HAVE ITS
APVANTAGES!

B it ———




